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Minangkabauers that no cooking-pot may be washed in a

river; to do so  would  be  like  offering the crocodiles the

leavings of your food, and they would very naturally resent

it.    For  the  same   reason   in   washing   up  the   dinner or

supper plates you must be careful not to make a splashing,

or the crocodiles would hear it and take umbrage.1

Belief in             Among the Malays of Patani Bay, in Siam, there is a

the kinship famjiv whose members  may not kill a crocodile nor even

of men-with              J                                                  J

crocodiles   be present when one of these ferocious reptiles is captured.
The reason alleSed for this forbearance is that the family
claim   kindred   with   a  woman   named   Betimor, who was
drowned in the river and afterwards turned into a crocodile.
After her transformation she appeared to her father in a
dream and told him what had become of her;  so he went
down to the river and made offerings to her of rice and wax
tapers.     There is a shrine on the spot where the woman was
transformed   into  a  crocodile,  and  any one  may dedicate
offerings there and pray to Toh Sri Lam ; for so she has
been called ever since her metamorphosis.     Members of the
crocodile family call on her for help in sickness and other
misfortunes, and they will do so on behalf of other people
for a proper consideration.     Rice and wax  tapers are the
usual offerings.2     In many islands of the Indian Archipelago,
including Java, Sumatra, Celebes, Timor, and  Ceram, this
belief  in   a   kinship  of   men   with   crocodiles   assumes   a
peculiar form.    The people imagine that women are often
delivered of a child and a crocodile at the same birth, and
that when  this happens, the midwife carries the crocodile
twin carefully down to the river and places it in  the water.
The   family   in   which   such  a  birth   is   thought  to have
happened,   constantly put victuals into the  river for   their
amphibious  relation;   and   in  particular  the   human twin,
so long   as   he   lives,   goes   down   to   the river  at stated
seasons to do his duty by his crocodile brother or sister ;
and if he were to fail to do so, it is the universal opinion
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